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European 2009 Influenza Pandemic Timeline 

This ECDC time-line of the 2009 Influenza Pandemic runs from the first described cases in California in April 2009 to July 
10th 2010 when the WHO Director General declared that the pandemic was over. It describes events from the 
perspective of European Union and European Economic Area institutions and countries. However it also contains global 
events of relevance to Europe, such as declarations of phase changes.  Where possible, links are given to primary 
published documentation.  Events, decisions and meetings taking place at a European Level are especially emphasised.  

Inevitably some events will have been missed and ECDC is happy to have these pointed out to us though not everything 
can be included. Up-dating will only take place at intervals. Those suggestions and comments should be sent to 
influenza@ecdc.europa.eu. 

Other ECDC documentation on the pandemic is available at the pandemic 2009 site 
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/H1N1/Pages/home.aspx  

ECDC will maintain this for historic reasons and also since evaluations of the response are continuing 
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/H1N1/Pages/Pandemic_2009_Evaluations.aspx   

Other ECDC Influenza Sites are available through  http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/influenza/Pages/index.aspx 

 

European 2009 Influenza Pandemic Timeline 

DATE EVENT 

25-Mar-09 Onset of first cases in California of what turned out to be A(H1N1)  

04-Apr-09 Outbreak of influenza like illness starts in Veracruz  

15-Apr-09 First cases of severe disease noted in Mexico City 

15-Apr-09 Novel influenza A(H1N1) identified and isolated in USA 

17-Apr-09 Mexican authorities contact Canada requesting help with specimens 

21-Apr-09 Mexican specimens arrive in National Microbiological Laboratory in Canada  

21-Apr-09 Two swine influenza cases reported in California  

24-Apr-09 ECDC goes to Public Health Event (PHE) level 1 

24-Apr-09 First ECDC Threat Assessment finished  

24-Apr-09 
IHR Event Information Site posting confirming an outbreak of severe respiratory disease in Mexico caused 
by the novel influenza A (H1N1) virus 

25-Apr-09 Publication of first ECDC Situation Report  

European 2009 Influenza Pandemic Timeline 

11 August 2010 
ECDC Influenza Programme 

mailto:influenza@ecdc.europa.eu
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/H1N1/Pages/home.aspx
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/H1N1/Pages/Pandemic_2009_Evaluations.aspx
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/influenza/Pages/index.aspx
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm58d0421a1.htm
file:///D:/A-Pandemic%202009-10/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/B6BUMTI9/FILES%20TO%20LINK%20WITH%20TIME%20LINE
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/Documents/090425_InfluenzaAH1N1_Situation_Report_0800hrs.pdf
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European 2009 Influenza Pandemic Timeline 

DATE EVENT 

25-Apr-09 18 confirmed cases in Mexico (including 6 deaths) 

25-Apr-09 WHO declares the novel influenza A (H1N1) outbreak in Mexico and US 

26-Apr-09 Press briefing by Dr Fukuda: Containment is impossible 

27-Apr-09 ECDC goes to PHE level 2  

27-Apr-09 First cases reported in Europe: UK - 2 cases 

27-Apr-09 European Commission press briefing on “swine flu” threat to Europe 

27-Apr-09 First general Q & A published by ECDC  

27-Apr-09 First confirmed cases reported in the EU (Spain and UK) 

27-Apr-09 Declaration of Phase 4 by WHO and second meeting of the Emergency Committee 

28-Apr-09 
ECDC Press conference: Analysis and update on A(H1N1) and ECDC‟s assessment of the risk to public 
health 

29-Apr-09 Declaration of Phase 5 by WHO 

29-Apr-09 EMA says antiviral medicines are available in EU 

29-Apr-09 EMA has a meeting with vaccine manufacturers 

29-Apr-09 
EU Commissioner for Health meets the association of European Vaccine Manufacturers to discuss the 
development and production of pandemic vaccines 

30-Apr-09 Publication of first ECDC Risk Assessment  

30-Apr-09 EMA prepares for approval of pandemic vaccines 

30-Apr-09 EU agreement on Common Case Definition for new pandemic infection  

30-Apr-09 Extraordinary EU Council of Health Ministers 

30-Apr-09 ECDC publishes first Pandemic Risk Assessments  

01-May-09 ECDC‟s announces press briefings to be held on working days at 16:00 CEST 

01-May-09 EU agreement on common case definition for new pandemic infection  

02-May-09 WHO publishes instructions on how to obtain PCR kits from United States CDC   

03-May-09 First cases of in country transmission in Germany, Spain and UK  

04-May-09 WHO statement on the H1N1 influenza situation 

05-May-09 ECDC Webcasts on Influenza A(H1N1) to be held twice a week  

05-May-09 

The Directors of DG SANCO C (Public Health and Risk Assessment) and DG ENTR F (Consumer Goods and 
EU Satellite navigation programmes) inform ECDC and EMA that the Commission would like to set up a 
SANCO/ENTR/ECDC/EMA ad-hoc task force on vaccine development and vaccination strategies and ask 

ECDC and EMA to nominate members for the task force 

05-May-09 
WHO technical consultation to assess knowledge of severity of disease caused by influenza A(H1N1) and its 
implications 

06-May-09 
WHO technical consultation on the severity of disease caused by the new influenza A (H1N1) virus 
infections 

06-May-09 
EU Task Force on pandemic H1N1 influenza vaccine development and vaccination strategies holds its first 
audio conference 

07-May-09 Joint FAO/WHO/OIE Statement on influenza A(H1N1) and the safety of pork  

07-May-09 
The EU Vaccine Task Force holds an audio conference with US Health Services (HHS, FDA, CDC, NIH) to 
exchange information on pandemic H1N1 influenza vaccine development 

08-May-09 ECDC goes from PHE level 2 to PHE level 1 

08-May-09 First update of ECDC‟s Risk Assessment  

08-May-09 
Publication by WHO of expected timelines for availability of candidate viruses for vaccine production by 
reverse genetics, classical reassortment and whole virus distribution 

http://http/www.who.int/csr/don/2009_04_24/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/multimedia/swineflu_presstranscript_2009_04_26.pdf
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/Documents/090427_InfluenzaAH1N1_Situation_Report_0800hrs.pdf
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/Lists/News/ECDC_DispForm.aspx?List=32e43ee8%2De230%2D4424%2Da783%2D85742124029a&ID=171&RootFolder=%2Fen%2Fpress%2Fnews%2FLists%2FNews
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/statements/2009/h1n1_20090427/en/index.html
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/Lists/News/ECDC_DispForm.aspx?List=32e43ee8%2De230%2D4424%2Da783%2D85742124029a&ID=131&RootFolder=%2Fen%2Fpress%2Fnews%2FLists%2FNews
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/Lists/News/ECDC_DispForm.aspx?List=32e43ee8%2De230%2D4424%2Da783%2D85742124029a&ID=131&RootFolder=%2Fen%2Fpress%2Fnews%2FLists%2FNews
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/statements/2009/h1n1_20090429/en/index.html
http://www.ema.europa.eu/influenza/newsroom/newsroom.html
http://www.ema.europa.eu/influenza/newsroom/newsroom.html
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/677&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=nl
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/677&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=nl
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/H1N1/Documents/1001_RA_090430.pdf
http://www.ema.europa.eu/pdfs/human/press/pr/27100009en.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:110:0058:0059:EN:PDF
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/lsa/107494.pdf
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/H1N1/Pages/risk_assessment.aspx
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/Lists/News/ECDC_DispForm.aspx?List=32e43ee8%2De230%2D4424%2Da783%2D85742124029a&ID=174&RootFolder=%2Fen%2Fpress%2Fnews%2FLists%2FNews
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/H1N1/Pages/common_case_definition.aspx
http://www.who.int/csr/resources/publications/swineflu/InstructionsOnHowToObtainCDCKit_02_05_2009.pdf
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/Documents/090503_InfluenzaAH1N1_Situation_Report_1030hrs.pdf
http://www.who.int/entity/dg/speeches/2009/influenza_a_h1n1_situation_20090504/en/index.html
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/Lists/News/ECDC_DispForm.aspx?List=32e43ee8%2De230%2D4424%2Da783%2D85742124029a&ID=176&RootFolder=%2Fen%2Fpress%2Fnews%2FLists%2FNews
http://www.who.int/csr/resources/publications/swineflu/Report_20_05MayTeleconferencex.pdf
http://www.who.int/csr/resources/publications/swineflu/Report_20_05MayTeleconferencex.pdf
http://www.who.int/csr/resources/publications/swineflu/Report_20_05MayTeleconferencex.pdf
http://www.who.int/csr/resources/publications/swineflu/Report_20_05MayTeleconferencex.pdf
http://www.who.int/entity/mediacentre/news/statements/2009/h1n1_20090430/en/index.html
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/H1N1/Documents/1001_RA_090508.pdf
http://www.who.int/csr/resources/publications/swineflu/vaccine_virus_development/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/csr/resources/publications/swineflu/vaccine_virus_development/en/index.html
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European 2009 Influenza Pandemic Timeline 

DATE EVENT 

08-May-09 WHO - World is better prepared for influenza pandemic 

08-May-09 EMA publishes recommendations on extension of shelf life for Tamiflu 

08-May-09 EMA publishes its guidance on use of antiviral medicines in the event of an influenza A/H1N1 pandemic 

08-May-09 
WHO expected timelines for availability of candidate viruses for vaccine production by reverse genetics, 
classical re-assortment and whole virus distribution 

12-May-09 ECDC broadcast on public health measures 

15-May-09 WHO: Sharing of influenza viruses, access to vaccines and other benefits 

18-May-09 
High level consultation before and at the World Health Assembly including request for some delay in 
declaring Phase 6 by some Member States 

18-May-09 WHO: Concern over flu pandemic justified 

18-May-09 WHO: Pandemic threat deserves attention from all 

19-May-09 Recommendation by WHO-SAGE on pandemic vaccines 

19-May-09 ECDC guidance on personal health measures to reduce risk of influenza transmission 

20-May-09 Second update of ECDC‟s Risk Assessment 

20-May-09 Note on 'Vaccine production and vaccination strategies on influenza A (H1N1) in the European Union' 

26-May-09 Characteristics of the emergent influenza A (H1N1) viruses and recommendations for vaccine development 

26-May-09 
WHO: Characteristics of the emergent influenza A (H1N1) viruses and recommendations for vaccine 
development (Endorsed by EMA on June 4th)  

28-May-09 
CDC Guidance on Antiviral Treatment of patients with confirmed, probable or suspected  case of new 
Influenza A(H1N1) 

29-May-09 Follow-up recommendations on use of antiviral medicines in the event of an influenza A/H1N1 pandemic  

03-Jun-09 EMA announces extension of shelf-life for Relenza (Zanamivir) 

04-Jun-09 EU recommendation for the emergent novel H1N1 influenza vaccine composition 

04-Jun-09 
Note of the ad-hoc task force on vaccine strategy and vaccine development (vaccination strategies and 
regulatory aspects) 

05-Jun-09 Third meeting of WHO IHR Emergency Committee 

06-Jun-09 ECDC Guidance on containment and mitigation 

08-Jun-09 
Written information from the Commission services on vaccines and vaccination against influenza A (H1N1): 
update as of 02 June 2009 

08-Jun-09 EU Council of Health Ministers 

09-Jun-09 European Commission workshop on animal – human interface aspects of the pandemic  

11-Jun-09 Fourth meeting of IHR Emergency Committee 

11-Jun-09 Declaration of Phase 6 by WHO 

11-Jun-09 ECDC agrees with WHO‟s announcement of raising pandemic alert level to phase 6 

11-Jun-09 World now at the start of 2009 influenza pandemic - Declaration of pandemic 

11-Jun-09 EMA revised EU recommendation for composition of influenza vaccine  

12-Jun-09 Third update of ECDC‟s Risk Assessment 

12-Jun-09 EMA launches pandemic management plan 

12-Jun-09 EMA in ongoing discussions with vaccine manufacturers  

12-Jun-09 EMA launches pandemic management plan 

15-Jun-09 First death in Europe reported from UK  

17-Jun-09 WHO welcomes Sanofi-Aventis's donation of vaccine 

http://www.who.int/entity/dg/speeches/2009/asean_influenza_ah1n1_20090508/en/index.html
http://www.ema.europa.eu/humandocs/PDFs/EPAR/tamiflu/28497109en.pdf
http://www.ema.europa.eu/humandocs/PDFs/EPAR/tamiflu/28497109en.pdf
http://www.who.int/csr/resources/publications/swineflu/vaccine_virus_development/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/csr/resources/publications/swineflu/vaccine_virus_development/en/index.html
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/Documents/0905_Influenza_AH1N1_Personal_Measures_to_Reduce_the_Risk_of_Catching_Influenza.pdf
http://www.who.int/entity/dg/speeches/2009/pandemic_influenza_preparedness_20090515/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/csr/resources/publications/swineflu/High_Level_Consultation_18_May_2009.pdf
http://www.who.int/csr/resources/publications/swineflu/High_Level_Consultation_18_May_2009.pdf
http://www.who.int/entity/dg/speeches/2009/62nd_assembly_address_20090518/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/dg/speeches/2009/influenza_h1n1_consultation_20090518/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/csr/resources/publications/swineflu/SAGEH1N1vaccinerecommendation2009_05_19.pdf
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/H1N1/Pages/personal_protective_measures.aspx
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/H1N1/Documents/1001_RA_090520.pdf
http://www.who.int/csr/resources/publications/swineflu/H1N1Vaccinevirusrecommendation26May2009.pdf
http://www.who.int/csr/resources/publications/swineflu/H1N1Vaccinevirusrecommendation26May2009.pdf
http://www.who.int/csr/resources/publications/swineflu/H1N1Vaccinevirusrecommendation26May2009.pdf
http://www.hma.eu/fileadmin/dateien/Human_Medicines/CMD_h_/cmdh_pressreleases/2009_05.pdf
http://www.ema.europa.eu/pdfs/human/bwp/34083109en.pdf
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/swineflu/3rd_meeting_ihr/en/index.html
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/ueDocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/lsa/108380.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/diseases/influenzaAH1N1/index_en.htm
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/swineflu/4th_meeting_ihr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/statements/2009/h1n1_pandemic_phase6_20090611/en/index.html
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/Lists/News/ECDC_DispForm.aspx?List=32e43ee8%2De230%2D4424%2Da783%2D85742124029a&ID=268&RootFolder=%2Fen%2Fpress%2Fnews%2FLists%2FNews
http://www.who.int/entity/mediacentre/news/statements/2009/h1n1_pandemic_phase6_20090611/en/index.html
http://www.ema.europa.eu/pdfs/human/bwp/34083109enrev1.pdf
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/H1N1/Documents/1001_RA_090612.pdf
http://www.ema.europa.eu/pdfs/human/press/pr/36704209en.pdf
http://www.ema.europa.eu/pdfs/human/press/pr/36704209en.pdf
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/Documents/090615_Influenza_AH1N1_Situation_Report_1700hrs.pdf
http://www.who.int/entity/mediacentre/news/statements/2009/vaccine_donation_20090617/en/index.html
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European 2009 Influenza Pandemic Timeline 

DATE EVENT 

18-Jun-09 Publication of PPT on evolution of the pandemic (H1N1) 2009 

20-Jun-09 Publication of guidance on school closures by ECDC and article in Lancet 

24-Jun-09 
ECDC Press briefing on the Latest updates on pandemic (H1N1) 2009 and response strategies (mitigation 
versus containment) 

24-Jun-09 ILI took off in UK (spring-summer wave) 

01-Jul-09 UK moves from containment to mitigation of pandemic influenza 

01-Jul-09 First fatal case in Spain 

01-Jul-09 
Publication of Threat Assessment - First isolation of a secondary oseltamivir-resistant A(H1N1)v strain in 
Denmark is published   

02-Jul-09 „Influenza preparedness and response – lessons learned and next steps‟ /Jonkoping 

02-Jul-09 EU Swedish Presidency meeting with experts from MS 

02-Jul-09 WHO: Lessons learned and preparedness 

02-Jul-09 EU Swedish Presidency technical meeting on the pandemic 

03-Jul-09 „Coffee and the Commission‟: „Is the EU ready for the influenza pandemic?‟ 

06-Jul-09 Standard paediatric investigation plan adopted for pandemic-influenza vaccines 

06-Jul-09 Dr. Isaac Weisfuse presentation on the outbreak of influenza A(H1N1)v in New York City 

07-Jul-09 
Written information from the Commission services on vaccines and vaccination against influenza A (H1N1)v: 
update as of 01 July 2009 

07-Jul-09 Informal Council meeting agrees on the unsustainability of containment strategies 

08-Jul-09 
WHO says there is no evidence indicating the development of widespread antiviral resistance among 
pandemic influenza A(H1N1)v 

08-Jul-09 EMA published revised recommendations for pharmacovigilance plans for pandemic-influenza vaccines 

09-Jul-09 Publication of clinical patient care checklist 

13-Jul-09 Publication of first Executive Update for ECDC‟s key stakeholders 

13-Jul-09 WHO recommendations on pandemic (H1N1) 2009 vaccines 

14-Jul-09 
Meeting convened by ECDC with Member States and WHO to devise a new EU pandemic surveillance 
strategy   

14-Jul-09 ILI took off in Spain (spring-summer wave) 

20-Jul-09 Fourth update of ECDC’s Risk Assessment 

22-Jul-09 First fatal case Hungary 

23-Jul-09 Publication of note by ECDC on school closures supporting Lancet article 

23-Jul-09 
Publication of the report "Europe‟s initial experience with pandemic (H1N1) 2009 - mitigation and delaying 
"policies and practices 

24-Jul-09 Publication of report on priority groups for receipt of pandemic vaccines - SAGE 

24-Jul-09 EMA publishes press release European Medicines Agency review of pandemic vaccines underway 

26-Jul-09 CDC announced no longer reporting of number of cases  

28-Jul-09 EMA says Relenza will be distributed with Rotacap/Rotahaler inhalation device during influenza pandemic 

29-Jul-09 First ECDC/EPIET informal seminar on influenza pandemic investigations 

30-Jul-09 ACIP meeting recommendations on US priority groups for pandemic influenza vaccine  

30-Jul-09 First fatal case Belgium 

30-Jul-09 First fatal case France 

31-Jul-09 EMA recommends updating the product information for Tamiflu 

http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/activities/sciadvice/Lists/ECDC%20Reviews/ECDC_DispForm.aspx?List=512ff74f-77d4-4ad8-b6d6-bf0f23083f30&ID=631
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/Lists/News/ECDC_DispForm.aspx?List=32e43ee8%2De230%2D4424%2Da783%2D85742124029a&ID=273&RootFolder=%2Fen%2Fpress%2Fnews%2FLists%2FNews
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/Lists/News/ECDC_DispForm.aspx?List=32e43ee8%2De230%2D4424%2Da783%2D85742124029a&ID=273&RootFolder=%2Fen%2Fpress%2Fnews%2FLists%2FNews
http://www.hpa.org.uk/NewsCentre/NationalPressReleases/2009PressReleases/090702Treatmentapproachforpandemicflu/
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/Documents/0906_Influenza_AH1N1_ECDC_Threat_Assessment_First_isolation_of_a_secondary_oseltamivir_resistant_strain_in_Denmark.pdf
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/Documents/0906_Influenza_AH1N1_ECDC_Threat_Assessment_First_isolation_of_a_secondary_oseltamivir_resistant_strain_in_Denmark.pdf
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/Lists/News/ECDC_DispForm.aspx?List=32e43ee8%2De230%2D4424%2Da783%2D85742124029a&ID=281&RootFolder=%2Fen%2Fpress%2Fnews%2FLists%2FNews
http://www.se2009.eu/en/meetings_news/2009/7/2/influenza_preparedness_and_response_-_lessons_learned_and_next_steps
http://www.who.int/entity/dg/speeches/2009/influenza_h1n1_lessons_20090702/en/index.html
http://www.se2009.eu/en/meetings_news/2009/7/6/press_release_important_steps_towards_an_eu_strategy_for_pandemic_preparedness
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/Lists/News/ECDC_DispForm.aspx?List=32e43ee8%2De230%2D4424%2Da783%2D85742124029a&ID=282&RootFolder=%2Fen%2Fpress%2Fnews%2FLists%2FNews
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/Lists/News/ECDC_DispForm.aspx?List=32e43ee8%2De230%2D4424%2Da783%2D85742124029a&ID=283&RootFolder=%2Fen%2Fpress%2Fnews%2FLists%2FNews
http://www.se2009.eu/en/meetings_news/2009/7/6/press_release_important_steps_towards_an_eu_strategy_for_pandemic_preparedness
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/swineflu/newsbriefs/h1n1_antiviral_resistance_20090708/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/swineflu/newsbriefs/h1n1_antiviral_resistance_20090708/en/index.html
http://www.ema.europa.eu/pdfs/human/pandemicinfluenza/35938109en.pdf
http://www.who.int/patientsafety/activities/ah1n1_checklist/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/swineflu/notes/h1n1_vaccine_20090713/en/index.html
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/Lists/News/ECDC_DispForm.aspx?List=32e43ee8%2De230%2D4424%2Da783%2D85742124029a&ID=291&RootFolder=%2Fen%2Fpress%2Fnews%2FLists%2FNews
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/Lists/News/ECDC_DispForm.aspx?List=32e43ee8%2De230%2D4424%2Da783%2D85742124029a&ID=291&RootFolder=%2Fen%2Fpress%2Fnews%2FLists%2FNews
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/H1N1/Documents/1001_RA_090720.pdf
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/activities/sciadvice/Lists/ECDC%20Reviews/ECDC_DispForm.aspx?List=512ff74f-77d4-4ad8-b6d6-bf0f23083f30&ID=631
http://www.eurosurveillance.org/ViewArticle.aspx?ArticleId=19279
http://www.eurosurveillance.org/ViewArticle.aspx?ArticleId=19279
http://www.ema.europa.eu/pdfs/human/press/pr/46856809en.pdf
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/Lists/News/ECDC_DispForm.aspx?List=32e43ee8%2De230%2D4424%2Da783%2D85742124029a&ID=293&RootFolder=%2Fen%2Fpress%2Fnews%2FLists%2FNews
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European 2009 Influenza Pandemic Timeline 

DATE EVENT 

04-Aug-09 First fatal case Netherlands 

05-Aug-09 Briefing note on safety of pandemic vaccine by WHO 

06-Aug-09 WHO briefing note on pandemic vaccines  

07-Aug-09 First fatal case Ireland 

10-Aug-09 ECDC Daily Situation Report changed format and name to Daily Update 

13-Aug-09 Publication of Surveillance and studies in a pandemic: Report on fourth meeting of the SSiaP working group 

13-Aug-09 Public Health agency of Canada published interim guidance for cruise ships  

13-Aug-09 ECDC interim guidance: Use of specific pandemic influenza vaccines during the H1N1 2009 pandemic  

13-Aug-09 Health Security Committee statement on School Closures and Travel Advice 

13-Aug-09 Health Security Committee / Early Warning and Response System statement on School Closures 

13-Aug-09 Health Security Committee / Early Warning and Response System statement on Travel Advice 

14-Aug-09 UK publishes the pandemic vaccination priority groups 

14-Aug-09 Switzerland publishes vaccination priority groups  

17-Aug-09 WHO EURO workshop on deployment of pandemic (H1N1) 2009 vaccine  

17-Aug-09 Call to action from WHO, IFRC, UNSIC, OCHA and UNICEF 

18-Aug-09 ECDC updates its guidance on use of antivirals in a pandemic  

18-Aug-09 First fatal case Malta 

19-Aug-09 
Regulatory process for the authorisation of antiviral medicines and vaccines in the protection against 
Pandemic Influenza (H1N1) 2009 

19-Aug-09 Vaccination strategies against pandemic (H1N1) 2009 

20-Aug-09 WHO issues a revision of its guidance on pharmacological management 

21-Aug-09 
Recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) on the use of influenza 
A(H1N1) 2009 monovalent vaccine 

21-Aug-09 Fifth update of ECDC‟s Risk Assessment 

21-Aug-09 Background note on Novel Influenza Vaccines: Authorisation, Access, Production, Vaccination Strategies 

22-Aug-09 WHO recommendations on the use of antivirals 

23-Aug-09 First fatal case Greece 

24-Aug-09 US president‟s advisors release report assessing pandemic influenza preparedness  

25-Aug-09 WHO regional meeting on response to the pandemic 

25-Aug-09 International meeting in China concerning influenza, especially the pandemic 

25-Aug-09 Recommendation from Health Security Committee on Vaccine Risk and Target Groups 

26-Aug-09 ILI took off in Germany (autumn - winter wave) 

29-Aug-09 
Contribution to Health Security Committee / Early Warning and Response System Statement on Influenza 
A(H1N1) 2009: target and priority groups for vaccination   

31-Aug-09 Publication of European Commission policy statement on vaccination target and priority groups  

31-Aug-09 ECDC Executive Update is published on the web for a wider audience 

02-Sep-09 First fatal case Sweden 

03-Sep-09 Answers to a list of questions from the HSC extended section on Influenza Preparedness and Response 

04-Sep-09 ECDC Director speaks to European Parliament's ENVI Committee 

06-Sep-09 First fatal case Norway 

14-Sep-09 Updating of ECDC guidance on public health measures for this pandemic 

http://www.who.int/csr/disease/swineflu/notes/h1n1_safety_vaccines_20090805/en/index.html
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/Documents/090810_Influenza_AH1N1_Situation_Report_1700hrs.pdf
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/Lists/News/ECDC_DispForm.aspx?List=32e43ee8%2De230%2D4424%2Da783%2D85742124029a&ID=294&RootFolder=%2Fen%2Fpress%2Fnews%2FLists%2FNews
http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/alert-alerte/h1n1/hp-ps/cs-pc-eng.php
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications/Publications/0908_GUI_Pandemic_Influenza_Vaccines_during_the_H1N1_2009_Pandemic.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/1234&format=HT
http://ec.europa.eu/health/archive/ph_threats/com/influenza/docs/statement_school_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/archive/ph_threats/com/influenza/docs/statement_travel_en.pdf
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/News/Recentstories/DH_104295
http://www.euro.who.int/vaccine/20090805_2
http://www.who.int/entity/csr/resources/publications/swineflu/call_action/en/index.html
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications/Publications/0907_GUI_Public_Health_use_of_Influenza_Antivirals_during_Influenza_Pandemic.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/archive/ph_threats/com/influenza/docs/flu_staff4_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/archive/ph_threats/com/influenza/docs/flu_staff4_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/archive/ph_threats/com/influenza/docs/flu_staff5_en.pdf
http://www.who.int/csr/resources/publications/swineflu/h1n1_guidelines_pharmaceutical_mngt.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr58e0821a1.htm?s_cid=rr58e0821a1_e
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr58e0821a1.htm?s_cid=rr58e0821a1_e
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/H1N1/Documents/1001_RA_090821.pdf
http://www.who.int/csr/resources/publications/swineflu/h1n1_use_antivirals_20090820/en/index.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Presidents-Council-of-Advisors-on-Science-and-Technology-PCAST-releases-report-assessing-H1N1-preparations/
http://www.euro.who.int/influenza/20090730_1
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/1252&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://ec.europa.eu/health/archive/ph_threats/com/influenza/docs/hsc_ewrs_statement_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/archive/ph_threats/com/influenza/docs/hsc_ewrs_statement_en.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/1252&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/Documents/090831_Influenza_A(H1N1)_Weekly_Executive_Update.pdf
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/Lists/News/ECDC_DispForm.aspx?List=32e43ee8%2De230%2D4424%2Da783%2D85742124029a&ID=304&RootFolder=%2Fen%2Fpress%2Fnews%2FLists%2FNews
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications/Publications/0906_TER_Public_Health_Measures_for_Influenza_Pandemics.pdf
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European 2009 Influenza Pandemic Timeline 

DATE EVENT 

15-Sep-09 First fatal case Italy 

15-Sep-09 59th session of the Regional Committee of the WHO European Region meeting  

15-Sep-09 Publication of Overview of surveillance of influenza 2009/2010 in the EU/EEA 

15-Sep-09 Publication of first Weekly Influenza Surveillance Overview 

15-Sep-09 Meeting on vaccine safety project (VAESCO II) 

15-Sep-09 Methodology for SCCS and CCS was discussed and established. Study protocol finalized 

15-Sep-09 Methodology for investigating background rates for the selected AESIs was shared 

15-Sep-09 External participants in meeting: EMA Jim Slattery 

17-Sep-09 ILI took off in UK (autumn-winter wave) 

17-Sep-09 Publication by ECDC of pandemic surveillance strategy 

18-Sep-09 Meeting on Development of a pandemic vaccine risk-benefit assessment model 

19-Sep-09 First fatal case Luxembourg 

19-Sep-09 Pandemic vaccine donations for the developing world 

22-Sep-09 
Adoption by European Commission of a Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, 
the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions on Pandemic 
(H1N1)2009 

22-Sep-09 Friends of the Presidency Group meeting 

22-Sep-09 US, CDC and ECDC joint video conference to discuss the Pandemic H1N1 2009 

22-Sep-09 Advisory Forum meeting  

23-Sep-09 Special issue of Health EU newsletter on Pandemic (H1N1) 

24-Sep-09 Oman begins vaccination 

24-Sep-09 China begins vaccination 

24-Sep-09 First fatal case Portugal 

24-Sep-09 Positive scientific opinion CHMP/EMA on Docetria and Pandemrix, first two pandemic vaccines 

25-Sep-09 Positive scientific opinion CHMP/EMA for two pandemic vaccines on September 24th  

25-Sep-09 Support for developing countries‟ response to the H1N1 influenza pandemic 

25-Sep-09 Statement following the fifth meeting of the Emergency Committee 

25-Sep-09 Sixth update of ECDC‟s Risk Assessment 

25-Sep-09 Addition of the pandemic strain recommended for the 2010 Southern Hemisphere season  

25-Sep-09 
EMA gives positive recommendations for authorisation of pandemic-influenza vaccines Focetria and 
Pandemrix 

28-Sep-09 Scientific Committee‟s vaccine working party 

28-Sep-09 Australia begins vaccination 

28-Sep-09 Hungary begins vaccination 

29-Sep-09 Authorization of first two pandemic vaccines by European Commission 

30-Sep-09 First fatal case Bulgaria 

30-Sep-09 First fatal case Germany 

30-Sep-09 Authorization of first two pandemic vaccines (Focetria & Pandemrix) by European Commission 

30-Sep-09 European Commission approves Focetria and Pandemrix for use in the H1N1 influenza pandemic 

30-Sep-09 
The EU Commissioner for Health and the EMA Director give an update on their activities at the Committee 
on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety of the European Parliament 

http://www.euro.who.int/RC
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications/Publications/0909_TED_Overview_of_Surveillance_of_Influenza_2009-2010_in_EU-EEA.pdf
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/activities/surveillance/EISN/Newsletter/090911_EISN_Weekly_Influenza_Surveillance_Overview.pdf
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications/Publications/0909_TED_Overview_of_Surveillance_of_Influenza_2009-2010_in_EU-EEA.pdf
http://www.who.int/entity/mediacentre/news/statements/2009/pandemic_vaccine_donations_20090918/en/index.html
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_threats/com/Influenza/docs/com481_2009_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_threats/com/Influenza/docs/com481_2009_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_threats/com/Influenza/docs/com481_2009_en.pdf
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/Lists/News/ECDC_DispForm.aspx?List=32e43ee8%2De230%2D4424%2Da783%2D85742124029a&ID=311&RootFolder=%2Fen%2Fpress%2Fnews%2FLists%2FNews
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/Lists/News/ECDC_DispForm.aspx?List=32e43ee8%2De230%2D4424%2Da783%2D85742124029a&ID=312&RootFolder=%2Fen%2Fpress%2Fnews%2FLists%2FNews
http://www.ema.europa.eu/pdfs/general/direct/pr/60258209en.pdf
http://www.ema.europa.eu/pdfs/general/direct/pr/60258209en.pdf
http://www.who.int/entity/mediacentre/news/statements/2009/h1n1_support_20090924/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/csr/disease/swineflu/5th_meeting_ihr/en/index.html
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/H1N1/Documents/1001_RA_090925.pdf
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/influenza/recommendations2010south/en/index.html
http://www.ema.europa.eu/pdfs/general/direct/pr/60258209en.pdf
http://www.ema.europa.eu/pdfs/general/direct/pr/60258209en.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/1384&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/1384&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/1384&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-europarl-internet/frd/vod/player?eventCode=20090930-1500-COMMITTEE-ENVI&language=en&byLeftMenu=researchcommittee&category=COMMITTEE&format=wmv#anchor1
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-europarl-internet/frd/vod/player?eventCode=20090930-1500-COMMITTEE-ENVI&language=en&byLeftMenu=researchcommittee&category=COMMITTEE&format=wmv#anchor1
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European 2009 Influenza Pandemic Timeline 

DATE EVENT 

30-Sep-09 First use of pandemic Vaccine in Europe (Hungary)  

01-Oct-09 Regular meeting of the EU Chief Medical Officers 

01-Oct-09 European Medicines Agency recommends updating Tamiflu product information 

01-Oct-09 European Strategy for Influenza A/H1N1 Vaccine Benefit-Risk Monitoring  

01-Oct-09 Inventory of EU research activities and data sources related to the H1N1 vaccines B/R monitoring  

02-Oct-09 European Medicines Agency recommends authorisation of Celvapan for use against pandemic influenza 

05-Oct-09 Four pandemic influenza A(H1N1) 2009 vaccines available on the European market 

05-Oct-09 US begins vaccination 

05-Oct-09 ILI took off in Netherlands 

06-Oct-09 
Authorisation of third pandemic vaccine by the European Commission following positive scientific opinion 
CHMP/EMA on October 1st  

08-Oct-09 Microsoft launches a web-based pandemic influenza self-assessment tool 

12-Oct-09 Belgium begins vaccination 

12-Oct-09 Sweden begins vaccination 

12-Oct-09 Italy begins vaccination 

12-Oct-09 EU Health Minister‟s Extraordinary Council meeting  

12-Oct-09 „Strengthening Europe‟s Defences against Communicable Diseases‟ - Competent Bodies meeting 

12-Oct-09 European Commission approves Celvapan for use in H1N1 pandemic 

12-Oct-09 Extraordinary EU Council of Health Ministers 

14-Oct-09 WHO meeting on Clinical Aspects of influenza (H1N1)2009  

15-Oct-09 World Health Congress 

15-Oct-09 Advisory Forum teleconference  

15-Oct-09 ECDC article in Eurosurveillance on pandemic vaccines - Johansen et al  

19-Oct-09 
Pandemic influenza preparedness meeting on sharing of influenza viruses and access to vaccines and other 
benefits 

19-Oct-09 First fatal case Iceland 

20-Oct-09 Norway  begins vaccination 

20-Oct-09 France begins vaccination 

20-Oct-09 Japan begins vaccination 

20-Oct-09 Monaco begins vaccination 

20-Oct-09 Finland begins vaccination 

20-Oct-09 ILI took off in Italy 

20-Oct-09 ILI took off in Spain (autumn-winter wave) 

20-Oct-09 ILI took off in Bulgaria 

20-Oct-09 ILI took off in Germany (autumn-winter wave) 

22-Oct-09 UK begins vaccination  

23-Oct-09 EMA scientific committee recommends updating product information for Focetria and Pandemrix 

24-Oct-09 EMA maintains recommendation of two doses for pandemic vaccine  

26-Oct-09 ESCAIDE 2009 

26-Oct-09 Death of 13 year child in Toronto area (Canada) leads to dramatic change in attitude to immunisation 

26-Oct-09 First fatal case Czech Republic 

http://www.ema.europa.eu/pdfs/human/pandemicinfluenza/european_strategy.pdf
http://www.ema.europa.eu/humandocs/PDFs/EPAR/celvapan/62290809en.pdf
http://www.omninvest.hu/influenza/english/index.html
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEX/09/1007&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEX/09/1007&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
https://h1n1.cloudapp.net/default.aspx
http://www.se2009.eu/polopoly_fs/1.18917!menu/standard/file/Concil%20conl%20on%20pandemic.pdf
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/Press%20Releases/0910_PR_CB_Meeting_and_AER.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/lsa/110511.pdf
http://www.eurosurveillance.org/ViewArticle.aspx?ArticleId=19361
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/Documents/2012_ECDC_EU_Briefing_Influenza_Virus_Sharing_200812_Final_ES_Dec4th.pdf
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/Documents/2012_ECDC_EU_Briefing_Influenza_Virus_Sharing_200812_Final_ES_Dec4th.pdf
http://www.ema.europa.eu/pdfs/human/press/pr/67119009en.pdf
http://www.emea.europa.eu/pdfs/human/pandemicinfluenza/66680909en.pdf
http://www.escaide.eu/
http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2010/hl/bgrd/backgroundfile-30493.pdf
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European 2009 Influenza Pandemic Timeline 

DATE EVENT 

26-Oct-09 First fatal case Finland 

28-Oct-09 Friends of the Presidency Group meeting 

29-Oct-09 Slovenia begins vaccination 

29-Oct-09 Austria begins vaccination 

29-Oct-09 Canada begins vaccination 

29-Oct-09 Germany begins vaccination 

29-Oct-09 Kuwait begins vaccination 

29-Oct-09 Luxembourg begins vaccination 

29-Oct-09 Portugal begins vaccination 

29-Oct-09 Republic of Korea begins vaccination 

29-Oct-09 ILI took off in Denmark 

29-Oct-09 ILI took off in Estonia 

29-Oct-09 ILI took off in Sweden 

30-Oct-09 Conference „Influenza at the interface between humans and animals‟ 

30-Oct-09 WHO SAGE Committee advises on pandemic vaccines  

02-Nov-09 First fatal case Austria  

05-Nov-09 Publication of European Strategy for Influenza A/H1N1Vaccine Benefit-Risk Monitoring  

05-Nov-09 ECDC Management Board Meeting received briefing 

05-Nov-09 European strategy for benefit-risk monitoring of influenza A/H1N1 vaccines adopted 

05-Nov-09 European benefit-risk strategy published by EMA, ECDC and Heads of the European Medicines Agency    

06-Nov-09 Seventh update of ECDC‟s Risk Assessment 

06-Nov-09 Pandemic H1N1 outbreak in Ukraine  

08-Nov-09 Denmark begins vaccination 

08-Nov-09 Ireland begins vaccination 

08-Nov-09 Israel begins vaccination 

08-Nov-09 Qatar begins vaccination 

08-Nov-09 Saudi Arabia begins vaccination 

08-Nov-09 Singapore begins vaccination 

08-Nov-09 Turkey begins vaccination 

08-Nov-09 ILI took off in Austria 

09-Nov-09 Delegation from the Ministry of Health in Turkey visits ECDC 

09-Nov-09 First fatal case Latvia  

09-Nov-09 First Q & A on vaccines for experts published 

10-Nov-09 UAE begins vaccination 

10-Nov-09 Switzerland begins vaccination 

10-Nov-09 Russia begins vaccination 

10-Nov-09 Netherlands begins vaccination 

10-Nov-09 Spain begins vaccination  

10-Nov-09 Agreement for donation of pandemic H1N1 vaccine signed 

10-Nov-09 ILI took off in Lithuania 

http://ec.europa.eu/health/conference/influenza_en.htm
http://www.ema.europa.eu/pdfs/human/pandemicinfluenza/european_strategy.pdf
http://www.ema.europa.eu/pdfs/human/pandemicinfluenza/european_strategy.pdf
http://www.ema.europa.eu/pdfs/human/pandemicinfluenza/european_strategy.pdf
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/H1N1/Documents/1001_RA_091106.pdf
http://www.who.int/csr/don/2009_11_03/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/mediacentre/news/statements/2009/pandemic_vaccine_agreement_20091110/en/index.html
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European 2009 Influenza Pandemic Timeline 

DATE EVENT 

10-Nov-09 First Q & A on vaccines for general public published 

11-Nov-09 Weekly global pharmacovigilance teleconference convened by WHO starts  

12-Nov-09 Keynote lecture Influenza pandemic in the EU: the threat is real!  

12-Nov-09 Meeting on pandemic influenza (H1N1) vaccination 

12-Nov-09 Public Health Committee meeting 

12-Nov-09 Health Security Committee meeting  

12-Nov-09 
CDC Estimates of 2009 H1N1 Influenza Cases, Hospitalizations and Deaths in the United States first 
published, April – October 17, 2009 

15-Nov-09 First fatal case Poland 

15-Nov-09 First weekly meeting of the EMA PREG group to review difficult AEFIs  

16-Nov-09 Committee for Medicinal Products for Human Use (CHMP) meeting  

16-Nov-09 Advisory Forum teleconference  

16-Nov-09 ECDC's visit to Bulgaria 

17-Nov-09 WHO meeting in Geneva  

18-Nov-09 First fatal case Lithuania 

18-Nov-09  Jordan begins vaccination 

18-Nov-09 Greece  begins vaccination 

19-Nov-09 WHO Pandemic (H1N1) 2009 briefing note 16 on Safety of pandemic vaccines 

20-Nov-09 ECDC‟s Visit to Turkey 

20-Nov-09 First fatal case Denmark 

20-Nov-09 EMA reaffirms efficacy and safety of H1N1v pandemic vaccines 

23-Nov-09 First fatal case Romania 

24-Nov-09 Friends of the Presidency Group meeting 

24-Nov-09 First fatal case Slovenia 

25-Nov-09 First fatal case Estonia 

25-Nov-09 Romania begins vaccination 

25-Nov-09 Cyprus begins vaccination 

25-Nov-09 Croatia begins vaccination 

26-Nov-09 Statement following the sixth meeting of the Emergency Committee 

30-Nov-09 Vaccine Working Party  

01-Dec-09 EU Council of Health Ministers 

01-Dec-09 Contribution to EMA data on cumulative exposure data regarding H1N1 vaccines 

01-Dec-09 Contribution to EMA discussions on composition of influenza vaccines for season 2010/2011 

02-Dec-09 ECDC Director updated EU health ministers on influenza pandemic 

03-Dec-09 Influenza Virology Task Groups working meeting 

03-Dec-09 First EMA weekly pharmacovigilance report   

04-Dec-09 European Medicines Agency advises of risk of fever among young children following pandemic vaccination 

04-Dec-09 WHO said it is too early to judge if pandemic has peaked 

08-Dec-09 Advisory Forum Meeting  

11-Dec-09 Eurovaccine 2009 

http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/Lists/News/ECDC_DispForm.aspx?List=32e43ee8%2De230%2D4424%2Da783%2D85742124029a&ID=323&RootFolder=%2Fen%2Fpress%2Fnews%2FLists%2FNews
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/estimates/April_October_17.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/estimates/April_October_17.htm
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/swineflu/notes/briefing_20091119/en/index.html
http://www.ema.europa.eu/pdfs/human/press/pr/74870709en.pdf
http://www.who.int/entity/csr/disease/swineflu/6th_meeting_ihr/en/index.html
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/lsa/111599.pdf
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/Lists/News/ECDC_DispForm.aspx?List=32e43ee8%2De230%2D4424%2Da783%2D85742124029a&ID=331&RootFolder=%2Fen%2Fpress%2Fnews%2FLists%2FNews
http://www.ema.europa.eu/pdfs/influenza/78468109en.pdf
http://www.ema.europa.eu/pdfs/general/direct/pr/78440409en.pdf
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/multimedia/swineflupressbriefings/en/index.html
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/activities/diseaseprogrammes/eurovaccine/pages/default.aspx
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European 2009 Influenza Pandemic Timeline 

DATE EVENT 

14-Dec-09 Estonia begins vaccination 

15-Dec-09 Workshop on pandemic response in South East Europe in Bucharest  

15-Dec-09 Highest number of deaths announced in EU and EFTA countries - 319 

16-Dec-09 Health Security Committee Communicators‟ network meeting 

16-Dec-09 EMA publishes third weekly pandemic pharmacovigilance report  

17-Dec-09 Eight update of ECDC‟s Risk Assessment 

17-Dec-09 Advisory Forum teleconference on Forward Look Risk Assessment 

18-Dec-09 Health Security Committee influenza section teleconference with the EMA  

18-Dec-09 Albania begins vaccination 

18-Dec-09 FYROM begins vaccination 

18-Dec-09 Iran begins vaccination 

18-Dec-09 Montenegro begins vaccination 

18-Dec-09 Serbia begins vaccination 

18-Dec-09 EMA updates on pandemic medicines  

18-Dec-09 
Contribution to ECDC Q&A for health professionals on vaccines and vaccination in relation to the 2009 
influenza A(H1N1) pandemic 

18-Dec-09 ECDC Q&As for the Public on pandemic vaccines were updated 

18-Dec-09 ECDC Q&As for Experts on pandemic vaccines were updated 

19-Dec-09 Update to the Q & A on vaccines for general public  

22-Dec-09 Adoption by the European Council of Recommendation on Seasonal influenza immunisation  

23-Dec-09 EMA publishes fourth weekly pandemic pharmacovigilance report  

27-Dec-09 Malta begins vaccination 

29-Dec-09 Publication of recommendations on seasonal influenza vaccination  

14-Jan-10 Annual meeting of the Advisory Board of the EU Project Flusecure 

18-Jan-10 Advisory Forum teleconference on Future look Risk Assessment 

18-Jan-10 EMA visited ECDC  

18-Jan-10 ECDC goes to PHE level 0 

19-Jan-10 Publication of last ECDC Daily Update  

22-Jan-10 Statement of the World Health Organization on allegations of conflict of interest and 'fake' pandemic 

22-Jan-10 EMA recommends update of product information for Tamiflu 

22-Jan-10 
EMA recommends update of product information for Pandemrix to include more data from studies in 
children 

22-Jan-10 EMA recommends fourth pandemic vaccine for approval 

01-Feb-10 Report on Background rates for AESIs was shared with EMA  

02-Feb-10 European Commission-led evaluation of the pandemic response at the EU level 

09-Feb-10 Planning meeting with Nordic countries on pandemic response evaluation 

14-Feb-10 World Health Organization strain selection and vaccine meeting  

17-Feb-10 Advisory Forum meeting  

18-Feb-10 
WHO recommended viruses for influenza vaccine use in the 2010–2011 Northern Hemisphere influenza 
season 

http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/PublishingImages/EU_Epicurve.JPG
http://www.ema.europa.eu/influenza/newsroom/newsroom.html
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/Documents/0908_Influenza_AH1N1_Risk_Assessment.pdf
file:///D:/A-Pandemic%202009-10/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/B6BUMTI9/European%20Medicines%20Agency%20updates%20on%20pandemic%20medicines
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/Documents/0911_Pandemic_Influenza_(H1N1)_QA_on_Vaccines_and_Vaccination_Experts.pdf
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/Documents/0911_Pandemic_Influenza_(H1N1)_QA_on_Vaccines_and_Vaccination_Experts.pdf
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/Documents/0911_Pandemic_Influenza_(H1N1)_QA_on_Vaccines_and_Vaccination_General_Public.pdf
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/Documents/0911_Pandemic_Influenza_(H1N1)_QA_on_Vaccines_and_Vaccination_Experts.pdf
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/Documents/0911_Pandemic_Influenza_(H1N1)_QA_on_Vaccines_and_Vaccination_General_Public.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:348:0071:0072:EN:PDF
http://www.ema.europa.eu/influenza/newsroom/newsroom.html
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:348:0071:0072:EN:PDF
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/h1n1/pages/daily_update.aspx?page=1
http://www.who.int/entity/mediacentre/news/statements/2010/h1n1_pandemic_20100122/en/index.html
http://www.ema.europa.eu/humandocs/PDFs/EPAR/tamiflu/emea-combined-h402en-21Jan10.pdf
http://www.ema.europa.eu/humandocs/PDFs/EPAR/pandemrix/Pandemrix_PI_21Jan10.pdf
http://www.ema.europa.eu/humandocs/PDFs/EPAR/pandemrix/Pandemrix_PI_21Jan10.pdf
http://www.ema.europa.eu/influenza/vaccines/arepanrix/arepanrix.html
http://vaesco.net/internet/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/influenza/vaccinerecommendations/en/
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/influenza/vaccinerecommendations/en/
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European 2009 Influenza Pandemic Timeline 

DATE EVENT 

18-Feb-10 
Obtained Background rates using common software in national or regional databases from eight countries 
were discussed and a publication plan was agreed upon 

18-Feb-10 Update on SCCS and CCS on-going in participating countries 

19-Feb-10 CHMP recommends fifth pandemic vaccine for marketing authorisation 

19-Feb-10 Immunogenicity tests for Celvapan – outcome of a meeting of vaccination experts  

22-Feb-10 Steering Group meeting for the Belgium EU Presidency 

24-Feb-10 Director-General statement following the seventh meeting of the Emergency Committee 

03-Mar-10 EU Health Working Party meeting  

08-Mar-10 ECDC's Forward look risk assessment for the 2009 pandemic influenza A(H1N1) and future influenza season 

19-Mar-10 EMA recommends update of product information for Celvapan to include data from clinical studies 

23-Apr-10 
Contribution to 'Support tool for EU Member States' internal review of pandemic vaccination strategy' and 
to 'EU strategic questions on pandemic vaccination strategies' 

23-Apr-10 Marketing authorisations for Celvapan, Focetria and Pandemrix recommended to be switched to 'full' 

30-Apr-10 ECDC ceases searching for announced deaths 

01-Jun-10 Meeting of the European Influenza Surveillance Network in Sofia June 1-4th  

01-Jun-10 Annual Meeting of the European Influenza Surveillance Network (EISN) 

07-Jun-10 Face to Face Meeting of the EU Vaccine Task Force in Brussels 

23-Jun-10 
Proof of concept for data linkage studies, known association investigated MMR and TP in two participating 
countries 

23-Jun-10 
First preliminary data shared from SCCS and CCS for GBS and pandemic vaccines – study will continue until 

October 31, 2010 

23-Jun-10 External participants in meeting: EMA Jim Slattery, WHO HQ Patrick Zuber 

24-Jun-10 Validation procedures for obtained background rates was agreed 

24-Jun-10 
External Steering Committee meeting - An overview of results from VAESCO project were presented and 
Advice on the future of VAESCO was provided 

01-Jul-10 EU Belgian Presidency Conference on the Lessons Learnt from the Pandemic - Brussels 

05-Jul-10 Informal Health Council under the Belgian EU Presidency debates the lessons learnt from the pandemic 

10-Jul-10 
Ninth meeting of the WHO Pandemic 2009 Emergency Committee – Recommends World no longer in 
pandemic  

10-Jul-10 WHO Director General announces that the world is no longer in a pandemic  

 
 

http://www.ema.europa.eu/influenza/newsroom/newsroom.html
http://www.who.int/entity/csr/disease/swineflu/7th_meeting_ihr/en/index.html
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/Lists/News/ECDC_DispForm.aspx?List=32e43ee8%2De230%2D4424%2Da783%2D85742124029a&ID=346&RootFolder=%2Fen%2Fpress%2Fnews%2FLists%2FNews
http://www.ema.europa.eu/influenza/newsroom/newsroom.html
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/H1N1/Pages/Reported_number_of_new_and_cumulative_confirmed_fatal_cases.aspx
http://www.influenza.eutrio.be/
http://www.eutrio.be/pressrelease/informal-meeting-epsco-council-regarding-public-health

