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A POSSIBLE MODEL FOR POLICY 
MAKERS 





THE ROLE OF MEDIA 



The role of science journalist in ethics 

• Journalists are informal ethics assessors -> see Satori interviews 

• Watchdog of science and scientists -> professional misconduct, scientific 
frauds, conflict of interest… but also moral values, ethics, norms that will 
regulate or impact on new discoveries/technologies, or on new policies 

• They select the key issues to be adressed and the problems for the society 
in the development of new technologies, products or discoveries, or in the 
application of new polices 

• They influence the policy makers (see GMOs) 

• They can foster the public debate, raise awareness and facilitate the 
dialogue among the different stakeholders 

 



The SATORI lesson on media representatives 

• Science journalists can contribute to a more ethical science production and 
science policies by doing their job: investigate! 

• Science journalists are indipendent actors, they are not spokepersons of RRI 

• Science journalists can learn a lot from ethics of research and RRI, they can use 
the tools developed for RRI, can be trained in ethics of research for the purpose 
to enhance their professional skills and increasethe general level of awareness 
toward ethical and societal issues among the society 

• There is a “EU problem” toward science journalism and RRI (embedded vs. 
indipendent) as sustainability is becoming a key issue for the scijourno profession 

• We used the threshold anlysis to develop 16 key questions on ethical and societal 
impact of innovations and polices that can be used to tackle the possible issues 
and communicate them 
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