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«In the next influenza pandemic,  

be it now or in the future,  

be the virus mild or virulent,  

the single most important  

weapon against the disease will be  

a VACCINE but the second  

will be COMMUNICATION» 
 
John Barry. The Great Influenza in Nature, 2009 

COMMUNICATION 
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Country  

% Informed (
1
)  % Distrust in information sources (

2
)  

‘Well’ 
‘Not 
well’ 

Health 
professionals 

National 
health 
authorities 

European 
authorities  

Media (TV, 
radio, 
newspapers)  

Internet  

Slovenia 91 8 26.7 35.0 39.6 56.3 39.6 

Norway 87 12 10.7 13.2 17.4 69.6 44.8 

Switzerland 87 13 13.3 24.9 36.6 69.1 51.9 

Finland 87 13 7.4 14.2 24.8 39.6 43.6 

Portugal 84 15 10.1 19.8 16.9 46.2 33.2 

Malta 85 15 6.0 14.9 14.6 41.2 33.3 

Luxembourg 84 15 14.0 31.0 37.3 68.4 56.1 

United Kingdom 83 16 8.1 18.3 36.4 65.1 44.5 

Iceland 83 16 3.5 6.6 20.4 54.2 43.3 

HU: Hungary 83 17 29.0 43.4 33.7 70.7 40.2 

IE: Ireland 83 17 7.1 22.1 21.2 49.6 43.5 

Belgium 82 17 7.7 21.4 24.3 64.4 55.8 

Sweden 82 17 11.0 14.9 23.2 72.8 47.7 

Denmark 81 19 7.8 10.6 17.1 56.3 38.3 

Netherlands 80 20 8.7 16.0 22.4 64.3 48.9 

France 77 22 19.5 48.1 48.0 73.7 59.0 

Austria 77 22 15.5 29.7 42.9 66.6 48.6 

Germany 75 25 17.2 36.1 45.8 65.8 47.8 

Italy 75 25 23.1 42.9 40.5 66.7 48.9 

Cyprus 72 29 19.7 24.6 24.0 49.7 33.4 

Slovakia  71 28 18.6 24.3 26.8 44.2 36.4 

Bulgaria 70 29 21.1 35.6 25.5 39.8 21.2 

Spain 69 30 12.8 41.7 38.7 62.3 48.9 

Greece 67 33 26.5 43.1 36.8 74.1 35.4 

Czech Rep. 66 34 15.3 25.8 32.3 42.4 37.9 

Romania 66 34 15.0 34.9 29.4 44.5 31.0 

Poland 66 35 23.6 52.0 44.3 57.5 44.5 

Estonia 57 42 16.2 24.7 24.4 45.0 34.9 

Latvia 51 48 27.4 56.4 48.5 53.8 42.3 

Lithuania 43 54 25.4 36.5   39.3 27.4 

EU-27 75 24 16.6 35.5 38.2 62.8 46.3 

DISTRUST  
How much do you 
trust each of the 
following sources to 
inform you about the 
pandemic (H1N1) 
flu 

INFORMATION  
How well informed 
do you feel about 
the pandemic 
H1N1 flu 

H1N1 Expert Group.  Science, H1N1 and society: Towards a more 
pandemic-resilient society. Brussels, 2011 

Table 1: Percentages of perceived information level across 
European countries, and percentages of distrust responses in 
five information categories (Data adapted from Eurobarometer 
No 287) 

INFORMATION AND 

DISTRUST IN 

EUROPE, 

2009 PANDEMIC  
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PANDEMIC COMMUNICATION 



Public Health Emergency of  International 

Concern  
 

Some examples:  
 Ebola (Africa, 2014) 

 Zika (South America, 2016) 

 Yellow fever (Brazil, 2017) 

Measles (Romania, 2017) 

 Polio (Afghanistan, Pakistan) 

MerS-CoV (Middle East) 
 

PHEIC: WHO DEFINITION 

ASSET GLOSSARY: http://www.asset-scienceinsociety.eu/pages/pandemic-influenza  

http://www.asset-scienceinsociety.eu/pages/pandemic-influenza
http://www.asset-scienceinsociety.eu/pages/pandemic-influenza
http://www.asset-scienceinsociety.eu/pages/pandemic-influenza
http://www.asset-scienceinsociety.eu/pages/pandemic-influenza
http://www.asset-scienceinsociety.eu/pages/pandemic-influenza
http://www.asset-scienceinsociety.eu/pages/pandemic-influenza
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EU DECISION 



ASSET NUMBERS 

–4 years old (2014-2017) 

–14 Partners involved 

–11 Countries covered in the 
Consortium 



1. Forskninginstitutt - FFI 

2. The International Emergency 

Management Society - TIEMS 

3. Forsvarets Fonden Teknologiradet - 

DBT 

4. European Institute of Women’s Health 

- EIWH 

5. VITAMIB 

6. LYONBIOPOLE 

7. International Prevention Research 

Institut - IPRI 

8. Datamining International - DMI 

9. Universitatea de Medicina si Farmacie 

«Carol Davila» din Bucuresti - UMFDB 

10.ZADIG SRL 

11.Istituto Superiore di Sanità - ISS 

12.National Center of Infectious and 

Parasitic Diseases - NCIPD 

13.Institute of Preventive Medicine 

Environmental and Occupational 

Health - PROLEPSIS 

14.University of Haifa - HU 
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ASSET PEOPLE 



ASSET KEYWORDS 

–Science in Society – SiS 

–Responsible Research and Innovation– 
RRI 

–Mobilisation and Mutual Learning Action 
Plan – MMLAP  



ASSET MAIN CONCEPT: MML  

Connecting  

– local to global issues 

– researchers to benefit from links to civil society between different 
stakeholders from academia, policymakers, civil society and the 
private sector 

– general public to access data 

Communicating 

– doing more for communication at national level 

– e.g. communicating with policy makers to share developments in 
research agendas  and progresses in investigation 

Democratising  

– allowing different categories of stakeholders, and particularly 
marginalised social groups, to have a voice in decision-making 
processes 

– ”fully embedding CSOs in research processes” 

MMLAP: future development, 17-18 April 2012 



 

 

 

 

 
1. PUBLIC 

ENGAGEMENT  
2. GENDER 

EQUALITY  
3. SCIENCE 

EDUCATION  
4. ETHICS  
5. OPEN 

SCIENCE  
6. GOVERNANCE  
 
[GLOBAL TRENDS 
IN SCIENCE IN 
SOCIETY] 

SIS AND MML IN ASSET  



ASSET APPROACH 
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ACTION 
Experience 

Transformative  

PARTICIPATORY 
Life in society 

Democracy  

RESEARCH 
Mind, inquiry 

Knowledge  

 

The PAR 

paradigm:  
 

 

Participatory 

Action 

Research 



TOWARD A CITIZEN SCIENCE OR 

PARTICIPATORY RESEARCH STRATEGIES  

Alena Buyx et al. 



PARTICIPATORY  

RESEARCH 

STRATEGY  

IMPLIES ENGAGING 

POPULATION SINCE 

THE DEFINITION OF 

THE RESEARCH 

AGENDA 





INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 
TO EMPOWER PUBLIC AWARENESS 
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VACCINATION 
AN OUTSTANDING EXAMPLE 

SCIENCE IN SOCIETY RELATED ISSUES 

ETHICS, GENDER, GOVERNANCE 

RESPONSIBLE RESEARCH AND INNOVATION 

PEOPLE INCLUSION AND ENGAGEMENT  

CURRENT HEALTH CHALLENGE  

LOW COVERAGE, VACCINATION HESITANCY, 

ANTIVACCINE MOVEMENTS 



ASSET 
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INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL 

COMMUNICATION RESEARCH PROJECT 



THE ASSET PAY-OFF CLAIMS ‘TO FACE 

NASTY BUGS’, BUT THE BOTTOM OF THE 

WEBSITE LOOKS LIKE A BEEHIVE… 

BEES BRING MESSAGE OF SUSTAINABILITY FOR THE 

ECOSYSTEM. THEY ARE THE CONTROL UNITS FOR THE 

ENVIRONMENT  

ASSET BRAND 



COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE 

Wenger E,  Trayner B. 



ASSET COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE 



RRI SIX KEYS IN ASSET 
ENGAGEMENT 

FOR 
INTENTIONALLY CAUSED OUTBREAKS 

GENDER  
ISSUES IN  

PANDEMICS AND EPIDEMICS 

PARTICIPATORY GOVERNANCE 
IN CRISIS MANAGEMENT 

OPEN ACCESS TO SCIENCE 
OUTCOMES 

UNSOLVED SCIENTIFIC 
QUESTIONS RELATED TO 

PANDEMICS AND EPIDEMICS 

ETHICS, LAW AND FUNDAMENTAL 
RIGHTS IN PANDEMICS AND 

EPIDEMICS 

GOVERNANCE  
OF PANDEMICS AND EPIDEMICS 



• COMMON APPROACH AND LANGUAGE 

• COOPERATIVE MULTI-ACTOR AND 

MULTIDISCIPLINARY ACTION 

• STUDY OF SOCIETAL IMPLICATIONS ON PHEIC 

• PUBLIC CONSULTATION ON PREPAREDNESS AND 

GOVERNANCE OF PHEIC 

• MOBILISING RELEVANT ACTORS/STAKEHOLDERS 

AND PROMOTING MUTUAL LEARNING MECHANISMS 

… TOWARD RESTORING TRUST AMONG SCIENTISTS, 

RESEARCHERS, POLICY MAKERS AND LAY PUBLIC 

ASSET OBJECTIVES 



ASSET CAPITALS 

2014 

2015 

2016 

2017 

Strategic Plan and 

Roadmap 

Action Plan 

and Toolkit 

Reports on 6 RRI 

components 

EU Citizens’ 

consultations (8) 

Social media 

mobilization 

Local 

initiatives 

Best Practice/ 

Stakeholder 

platform 

High Level 

Policy Forum 

Bulletins Scientific 

Communication 

Mobili-

zation 

Mutual 

Learning 

Newsletters 



ASSET IN TERMS OF… 

• CITIZEN CONSULTATIONS IN 8 EU COUNTRIES 
(BULGARIA, DENMARK, FRANCE, IRELAND, ITALY, 
NORWAY, ROMANIA, SWITZERLAND) ON 24 
SEPTEMBER 2016 

• MML BY SOCIAL MEDIA COVERAGE, BEST PRACTICE 
PLATFORM AND STAKEHOLDER PORTAL INITIATIVES IN 
12 CITIES (ROME, MILAN, PARIS, LYON, DUBLIN, 
ATHENS, BRUSSELS, OSLO, SOFIA, BUCHAREST, 
GENEVA, HAIFA) 

• POLICY WATCH THROUGH A HIGH LEVEL POLICY 
FORUM AND A PANDEMIC PREPAREDNESS AND 
RESPONSE BULLETIN 

 

 

 



ASSET TAILORED COMMUNICATION 

• SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY   – PAPER SERIES (8    
         PUBLICATIONS) 

• PROFESSIONALS     – SUMMER SCHOOLS   
          (3 EDITIONS) 

• GPS/HCWS       – BEST PRACTICE    
          AWARD (3 EDITIONS) 

• SCHOOL        – LIAISON WITH     
          ERASMUS PLUS 

• STAKEHOLDERS     – GENDER PLATFORM 

• PHARMA INDUSTRY    – NEWSLETTER ON RRI   
         ON DRUGS (6 PUBLICATIONS) 





THANKS 
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valentina.possenti@iss.it  

mailto:Valentina.possenti@iss.it

