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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The ASSET Pandemic Preparedness and Response Bulletin, Share and move The current report has been 

divided in two main parts which represent the features characterizing the task of editorial production and 

delivery of the ASSET Pandemic Preparedness and Response Bulletin. This schedule essentially mirrors how 

the work on the Deliverable about task 6.2 is depicted in the Description of Work (DoW) where, at page 28 of 

48, it is retrievable the information that Bulletin Issues must be included into technical Annexes. 

Context and main objectives: the ASSET Bulletin as a tool for policy watch Share and move (the ASSET 

Pandemic Preparedness and Response Bulletin) is an updating tool on policy initiatives concerning pandemics 

and international public health crisis management, developed at local, national and international levels. This 

Bulletin – a total of seven editions to be issued by December 2017 – deals with the latest key health data, 

information and indicators in matter of Public Health Emergency Preparedness (PHEP), Emergent 

Communicable Diseases, revisions of national pandemic plans and/or strategies, as well as of relevant 

statements and recommendations in the field. Share and move wants to address effectively scientific and 

societal challenges raised by pandemics and more generally by what the World Health Organization (WHO) 

has recently defined public health emergencies of international concern (PHEIC). The ASSET Bulletin mirrors 

the approach launched by the  European Commission in 2001 within its own «Science and Society» Action 

Plan. The main objective was identified to foster public engagement and a sustained two-way dialogue 

between science and civil society and to build a framework for Responsible Research and Innovation (RRI). 

That means the setup of a policy driven by the needs of society and engaging all societal players via inclusive 

participatory approaches. Then, it is noteworthy that the RRI framework is made of six key elements: 

governance, open access, engagement, gender equity, ethics, and science education. 

The ASSET Pandemic Preparedness and Response Bulletin is a tool that aims at collecting and disseminating 

information on policy initiatives devoted to pandemics and related crisis management and developments at 

local, national and European levels. This biannual Bulletin will consider and revise specific issues related to EU 

strategic priorities in pandemic preparedness, including communication and other responses. The ASSET-PPRB 

is addressed to international stakeholders who are relevant in the field of pandemic preparedness, including 

risk communication strategies and other responses. 

Key issues: a matter of editorial choices First, an Editorial Committee was established and is formed by 14 

Consortium Partners: Valentina Possenti, Barbara De Mei, Alberto Perra, Paola Scardetta, Eva C. Appelgren 

(Board Coordination - Istituto Superiore di Sanità, Italy); Manfred Green, Anat Gesser-Edelsburg (University of 

Haifa, Israel); Mircea Ioan Popa, Adriana Pistol (Universitatea De Medicina Si Farmacie' carol Davila' Din 

Bucuresti, Romania); Mira Kojouharova (National Centre of Infectious and Parasitic Diseases, Bulgaria); 

Thomas Robertson (The International Emergency Management Society Aisbl/US); Agoritsa Baka (Institute of 

Preventive Medicine Environmental and Occupational Health - PROLEPSIS, Greece); Eva Benelli, Donato Greco 

(Zadig Srl, Italy). The Bulletin’s Editorial Committee members are the main responsible for what is published in 

each issue, but also other ASSET Partners and external experts in the field contribute actively. 

 

http://www.asset-scienceinsociety.eu/outputs/bulletins
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To better understand which columns are run and the sort of contents that is selected, the “What’s new” 

perspective has been adopted and implemented. It means news from the world of pandemic and more in 

general emergency, such as an epidemic, preparedness and response are firstly reported. This main section 

can be seen as a folder “case” including core issues such as PHEP, risk communication, laws. Major 

achievements by the most important international public health institutions are described as well as highlights 

and insights circulated by the most used social media. The Bulletin includes also a relevant website in the 

field, recent update from the ASSET project and a “snapshot”, standing for an innovative concept represented 

by a graphic item. 

After the first issue, that is quite generic, the Bulletin has been shaped as a tool that is more specifically 

tailored according to the peculiarities of this challenging MMLAP project. As it has been explained above, 

ASSET is in fact aimed to bridge the gap between the scientific community and society in the field of 

epidemics and pandemics management. And the European Commission recalled the aim to foster public 

engagement and a sustained two-way dialogue between science and civil society by encompassing key 

strategic areas (engagement, gender equity, science education, open access, ethics and governance) within 

the main action plan launched in 2001. 

Then, since its second issue, each ASSET Pandemic Preparedness and Response Bulletin, Share and move, is 

mainly based on one of the six SiS topics that were highlighted within the project “Study and Analysis” phase: 

governance of pandemics and epidemics; unsolved scientific questions; crisis participatory governance; 

ethical, legal and societal implications; gender pattern – vulnerability; intentionally caused outbreaks. 

The second Bulletin focused on governance of pandemics and epidemics, the third issue concentrated on 

unsolved scientific questions. Proposing the same structure than in the others, the fourth number (published 

during the summer 2016) deals with intentionally caused outbreaks, even with regard to the steps of 

preparedness and response, and to relevant information shared on the web and by the most used social 

networks.  

About the following PPRBs to be still published, it has been decided that: the fifth Bulletin will be on the 

participatory governance, the sixth issue on ethics, and the last edition (n. 7) on gender pattern. 

 

  

http://www.asset-scienceinsociety.eu/outputs/bulletins/asset-pandemic-preparedness-and-response-bulletin-issue-1-share-and-move
http://www.asset-scienceinsociety.eu/outputs/bulletins/asset-pandemic-preparedness-and-response-bulletin-issue-2-share-and-move
http://www.asset-scienceinsociety.eu/outputs/bulletins/asset-pandemic-preparedness-and-response-bulletin-issue-3-share-and-move
http://www.asset-scienceinsociety.eu/outputs/bulletins/asset-pandemic-preparedness-and-response-bulletin-issue-4-share-and-move
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BRIEF INTRODUCTION 

Within ASSET (Action plan in Science in Society in Epidemics and Total pandemics), a four-year, European 

Commission funded Mobilization and Mutual Learning Action Plan (MMLAP) project, one of the two tasks in 

the WorkPackage “Policy watch” is about delivering a Pandemic Preparedness and Response Bulletin (T6.2). 

If the first Deliverablepublished on this task, D6.4 ‘Pandemic Preparedness and Response Bulletin Report 1’, 

widely describes the objectives and the main features in the conception of the ASSET Bulletin, the current 

Report is a slimmer updating tool on the state-of-the-art of the task 6.2 and its evolution from month 19 to 

36. 

  

                                                             
1 Names are listed at Table 1 in the D6.4 ‘Pandemic Preparedness and Response Bulletin Report 1’ 
2
 Partners are retrievable on the ASSET website at URL: http://www.asset-scienceinsociety.eu/about/partners  

http://community.asset-scienceinsociety.eu/user/view.php?id=44&course=9
http://www.asset-scienceinsociety.eu/outputs/deliverables/pandemic-preparedness-and-response-bulletin-report-1
http://www.asset-scienceinsociety.eu/outputs/deliverables/pandemic-preparedness-and-response-bulletin-report-1
http://www.asset-scienceinsociety.eu/about/partners
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PART I: PLANNING, EDITING, CIRCULATING THE ASSET PPRBs 

1. REFINING THE BULLETIN DESIGN 

1.1 THE EDITORIAL RATIONALE 

The fundamental rule in choosing eligible contents to be published in each Bulletin is both relevance- and 

recency-based. After the first issue, the “What’s new…” formula originally identified has been moduled in the 

way that follows: 

Pandemic Preparedness and Response The very first area is dedicated to specific achievements and/or 

progresses in the field of pandemics and more generally by what the World Health Organization (WHO) has 

recently defined public health emergencies of international concern (PHEIC). 

Emergency Preparedness and Response This section can be seen as a very general “tank” containing several 

kinds of contributions (research articles, reports, news, etc.) about all ASSET SiS related issues such as PHEP, 

risk communication, laws. Possible examples in this “core” folder are: Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) in West 

Africa, risk communication, evaluation of pandemic plans. 

Public Health Institutions This column is thought as a fix box to be fulfilled in with major achievements by the 

most important international public health institutions, i.e. WHO, WHO/EU, ECDC, and others, about the 

topics of interest. 

Social Networks A space is reserved to exploit highlights, inputs and insights about pandemic preparedness 

and response circulated by the most used social media. 

On the web One relevant website in the field is put in evidence in each Bulletin Issue. 

From the ASSET world An update on significant ASSET achievements and outcomeas (WPs, Deliverables, 

Events). 

In a SnapShot! An additional item standing for an innovative concept in matter of prepardness and response 

represented by a “graphic element” with a verbal exploitation provided besides. 

1.2 THE COLLABORATIVE WORK 

Given the same participatory methods and approach which have already been implemented, the Bulletin 

revealed to be based on a collaborative work among all Consortium Partners (it is witnessed also through the 

dedicated discussion threads open on the WP6 Forum of the internal Community of Practice platform), even 

if not directly involved on the related task. In each issue, depending on the thematic area covered, a single 

person is identified as main reference Partner. 
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2. PRODUCTION OF THE THREE PPRB ISSUES IN THE TIMEFRAME 19-36M 

The effective editing of the first ASSET Pandemic Preparedness and Response Bulletin, “Share and move”, 

has been developed according to what has been described in the paragraphs of the previous chapter (#1). 

Following what has been indicated in detail in the Strategic Plan (D3.1), since the second issue, each Bulletin 

is mainly focused on one of the six SiS topics that were highlighted within the project “Study and Analysis” 

phase: governance of pandemics and epidemics; unsolved scientific questions; crisis participatory 

governance; ethical, legal and societal implications; gender pattern – vulnerability; intentionally caused 

outbreaks. 

2.1 THE SECOND PPRB 

Let’s get started with governance of pandemics and epidemics Similarly to our first Bulletin, the “What’s new 

from…” formula has been repeated and applied to the issue of governance. Beside the main section about 

pandemic preparedness and response, two other columns include highlights in the field circulated both by 

important international public health institutions and by the most used social media. Also this second issue 

shows relevant web tools related to (pandemic) preparedness and response, applicable news from the ASSET 

project and a “snapshot”, standing for an innovative concept represented by a graphic item.  

2.2 THE THIRD PPRB 

After dealing with governance of pandemics and epidemics, it has been the time to concentrate on 

unsolved scientific questions. Planning for the Next Global Pandemic is the title of an editorial on the 

International Journal of Infectious Diseases stating that “In order to mitigate human and financial losses as a 

result of future global pandemics, we must plan now. As the Ebola virus pandemic declines, we must reflect 

on how we have mismanaged this recent international crisis and how we can better prepare for the next 

global pandemic. Of great concern is the increasing frequency of pandemics occurring over the last few 

decades.” Also the article mentioned before “discusses many issues including priority emerging and 

reemerging infectious diseases; the challenges of meeting international health regulations; the strengthening 

of global health systems; global pandemic funding; and the One Health approach to future pandemic 

planning. […] The West African Ebola virus pandemic has shown us yet again that the world is ill prepared to 

respond to a global health emergency.” That follows similar statements made after the H1N1 influenza 

pandemic in 2009 such as: “The world is ill prepared to respond to a severe influenza pandemic or to any 

similar global, sustained and threatening public health emergency”. In line with this approach, the third ASSET 

Pandemic Preparedness and Response Bulletin, Share and move, explores unsolved scientific issues (i.e. 

research on vaccines but also on human behavioural response and risk communication) that were highlighted 

within the project “Study and Analysis” phase, detailing them with regard to pandemic and emergency 

preparedness and response, and to relevant information shared on the web and by the most used social 

media. In the end, over specific issues raised, we would end as the editorial quoted at the beginning did: 

“Clearly a ‘One Health’ approach is the way forward”. 

http://www.asset-scienceinsociety.eu/outputs/deliverables/strategic-plan
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1201971215001836
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2.3 THE FOURTH PPRB 

A focus on intentionally caused outbreaks Proposing the same structure like the previous ones, the fourth 

number of the ASSET Pandemic Preparedness and Response Bulletin, Share and move, deals with intentionally 

caused outbreaks that were highlighted within the project “Study and Analysis” phase, with regard to the 

aspects of preparedness and response, and to relevant information shared on the web and by the most used 

social media.  
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3. DISSEMINATION OF THE THREE PPRB ISSUES IN THE TIMEFRAME 19-36M 

As indicated at paragraph 2.3 of the first Deliverablepublished on task 6.2, D6.4 ‘Pandemic Preparedness and 

Response Bulletin Report 1’, a double spreading mode has been identified. The PPRBs are both circulated 

among a wide mailing list of relevant targets and available on the ASSET website. 

3.1 MAILING LIST OF RELEVANT STAKEHOLDERS 

ZADIG is provided by ISS with a cover letter for sending the each Bulletin issue and takes care of spreading 

them to identified targets (Figures 1, 2, 3). In the timeframe 19-36M, the mailing list of addressees/targets 

initially assembled has been pretty improved both for quality and quantity. More than 7,000 stakeholders 

have been identified and have been divided in categories as country, affiliating institution, professional role, 

etc. 

Figure 1. The cover email with which the second PPRB has been sent out 

 

  

http://www.asset-scienceinsociety.eu/outputs/deliverables/pandemic-preparedness-and-response-bulletin-report-1
http://www.asset-scienceinsociety.eu/outputs/deliverables/pandemic-preparedness-and-response-bulletin-report-1


 

 

11 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2. The cover email with which the third PPRB has been sent out 
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Figure 3. The cover email with which the fourth PPRB has been sent out 
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3.1.1 EVALUATING THE APPRECIATION OF THE PPRB AMONG READERS 

Beside the monitoring of the PPRB spread that is explicitly foreseen within the project activities, ISS 

implemented a very brief, on line evaluation questionnaire to Bulletin readers in order to understand which is 

the level of appreciation. In spite of reaching 4,437 email addresses with the link, a low response rate can be 

observed. By the way, the few responders tell us about a pretty good rating of this editorial ASSET product. 

 

3.2 SUBSCRIBING ON THE ASSET WEBSITE 

As specified in the project DoW (T7.3, point 15; page 30 of 48), among tools available on the ASSET website 

also the electronic policy bulletin is included (Figure 3). 

 

Figure 4. The ASSET webpage where the electronic PPRBs are placed 
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Beside receiving the PPRB by email, it is possible to subscribe directly on the ASSET website so that each 

issued Bulletin will be automatically received by registered users in their own personal mailbox. This specific 

dissemination mode is very sensitive to the website visisbility: an increasing number of subscibers might be 

expected as the total of visits improves. The bottom banner available on the ASSET homepage is reported at 

the figure 5 here below. 

Figure 5. The box on the ASSET webpage where users can subscribe for receiving the electronic PPRBs 

 

 

 

  



 

 

15 

PART II: THE THREE ASSET PPRBs PUBLISHED IN THE TIMEFRAME 19-36M 

As recalled at page 4 of the current report, the second part is filled in with the three ASSET Pandemic 

Preparedness and Response Bulletins, Share and move, which have been effectively delivered from month 19 

to month 36. They are issues n. 2, n. 3 and n. 4. This indication of including Bulletins published into technical 

Annexes is specifically retrievable at page 28 of 48 of the Description of Work (DoW). 
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ANNEX I – The SECOND ASSET-PPRB Issue 
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ANNEX II – The THIRD ASSET-PPRB Issue 
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ANNEX III – The FOURTH ASSET-PPRB Issue 
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