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. ASSET Following the speech, bo_th terms were used almost
FAREANDMOVETOTACENASTY PGS equally: 53.8% of the articles (113) used the term

ASSET - Action plan on Science in Society related issues in Epidemics and Total "Ou‘tbr‘ea k", and 533% (112) used the term

pandemics, is a 48 months project, which aims to: " . T

1) forge a partnership with complementary perspectives, knowledge and experiences epldem Ic.
to address effectively scientific and societal challenges raised by pandemics and
associated crisis management

2) explore and map SiS-related issues in global pandemics . . " "o s

3) define and test a participatory and inclusive strategy to succeed Ta.ble 1'”NI'I“JrT1be: of artI:CIes uied the ter.ms OUtbrealf , "Epidemic”, .

4) identify necessary resources to make sustainable the action after the project Disease", "Virus", and "Other", to describe the Ebola in The New York Times,
completion. Daily Mail & Ynet, before and after president Obama's speech

ASSET combines public health, vaccine and epidemiological research, social and

,

political sciences, law and ethics, gender studies, science communication and media, Outbreale | Epidemic. | Pandemic | - Disease vires Jotal | Totahne- | X dhp »P

in order to develop an integrated, transdisciplinary strategy, which will take place at i articles | articles (Outbreak vs.
. .. A . ' Epidemic only)

different stages of the research cycle, combining local, regional and national levels.
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Our aim was to examine in what terms central s RN
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We employed a quantitative content analysis of .ﬁ T T T T e
terms attributed to Ebola. We found and analyzed
582 articles published between March 23-
September 30, 2014 on the online websites of Conclusion
three newspapers: The New York Times, Daily Mail Effective communication is crucial during public health
and Ynet. emergencies such as Ebola, because language affects

the decision-making process of social judgments and
actions. The choice of the term ("outbreak") over
another ("epidemic") can create different
conceptualizations of the disease, thereby influencing
the risk signature.
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Results

"Outbreak" and "epidemic" were mainly used
interchangeably in the articles. From September 16,
2014, "epidemic" was used more frequently,
corresponding to when Barack Obama explicitly
referred to Ebola as an "epidemic". Prior to Obama's

, 2014). 7,2014,from hp:
er3,2014), 7,201,
er 20, 2014). Ebola 2014, from htp:

i, 45(3),499-521. do: 5
obama-urges-worldpowers-o-bolster-ebola

Health Educ Res, 25(4),656-667. do

4,36,

93.807.do

speech, 86.8% of the articles (323) used the term 2
"outbreak" and only 8.6% (32) used the term For more information on the ASSET
"epidemic". project please go to http://www.asset-
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