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ASSET NUMBERS 

• 4 years old (2014-2017) 

• 14 Partners involved 

• 11 Countries covered in the 

Consortium 



1. FORSKNINGINSTITUTT-FFI 

2. THE INTERNATIONAL 

EMERGENCY 

MANAGEMENT SOCIETY- 

TIEMS 

3. FORSVARETS FONDEN 

TEKNOLOGIRADET- DBT 

4. EUROPEAN INSTITUTE OF 

WOMEN’S HEALTH- EIWH 

5. VITAMIB 

6. LYONBIOPOLE 

7. INTERNATIONAL 

PREVENTION RESEARCH 

INSTITUT- IPRI 

8. DATAMINING 

INTERNATIONAL- DMI 

9. UNIVERSITATEA DE 

MEDICINA SI 

FARMACIE’CAROL 

DAVILA’DIN BUCURESTI- 

UMFDB 

10. ZADIG SRL 

11. ISTITUTO SUPERIORE DI 

SANITÀ-ISS 

12. NATIONAL CENTER OF 

INFECTIOUS AND 

PARASITIC DISEASES- 

NCIPD 

13. INSTITUTE OF 

PREVENTIVE MEDICINE 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND 

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH- 

PROLEPSIS 

14. UNIVERSITY OF HAIFA- HU 
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ASSET PEOPLE 



ASSET KEYWORDS 

• Not only SiS and RRI 

• MMLAP Mobilisation and Mutual 

Learning Action Plan (on SiS related 

issues in Epidemics and Total 

pandemics) 



ASSET MAIN CONCEPT: MML 
 
• Connecting  

– local to global issues 

– researchers to benefit from links to civil society between different 
stakeholders from academia, policymakers, civil society and the 
private sector 

– general public to access data 

• Communicating 

– doing more for communication at national level 

– e.g. communicating with policy makers to share developments in 
research agendas  and progresses in investigation 

• Democratising  

– allowing different categories of stakeholders, and particularly 
marginalised social groups, to have a voice in decision-making 
processes 

– ”fully embedding CSOs in research processes” 

MMLAP: future development, 17-18 April 2012 



 

 

 

 

 
1. PUBLIC 

ENGAGEMENT  
2. GENDER 

EQUALITY  
3. SCIENCE 

EDUCATION  
4. ETHICS  
5. OPEN 

SCIENCE  
6. GOVERNANCE  
 
[GLOBAL TRENDS 
IN SCIENCE IN 
SOCIETY] 

SIS AND MML IN ASSET  



ASSET APPROACH 
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ACTION 
Experience 

Transformative  

PARTICIPATORY 
Life in society 

Democracy  

RESEARCH 
Mind, inquiry 

Knowledge  

 

The PAR 

paradigm:  
 

 

Participatory 

Action 

Research 



TOWARD A CITIZEN SCIENCE OR 

PARTICIPATORY RESEARCH STRATEGIES  

Alena Buyx et al. 



PARTICIPATORY  

RESEARCH 

STRATEGY  

IMPLIES ENGAGING 

POPULATION SINCE 

THE DEFINITION OF 

THE RESEARCH 

AGENDA 





INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 
TO EMPOWER PUBLIC AWARENESS 
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VACCINATION 
AN OUTSTANDING EXAMPLE 

SCIENCE IN SOCIETY RELATED ISSUES 

ETHICS, GENDER, GOVERNANCE 

RESPONSIBLE RESEARCH AND INNOVATION 

PEOPLE INCLUSION AND ENGAGEMENT  

CURRENT HEALTH CHALLENGE  

LOW COVERAGE, VACCINATION HESITANCY, 

ANTIVACCINE MOVEMENTS 



 

«In the next influenza pandemic,  

be it now or in the future,  

be the virus mild or virulent,  

the single most important  

weapon against the disease will be  

a VACCINE but the second  

will be COMMUNICATION» 
 John Barry. The Great Influenza in Nature, 2009 

COMMUNICATION 
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DISTRUST (2): 
How much do 
you trust each of 
the following 
sources to inform 
you about the 
pandemic (H1N1) 
flu 

RISK PERCEPTION AMONG EU CITIZENS IN 2009 

INFORMATION  
(1): How well 
informed do you 
feel about the 
pandemic H1N1 
flu 
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PANDEMIC COMMUNICATION 



GROUPS AT RISK OF STIGMA 

PEOPLE… 
• INFECTED AND THEIR RELATIVES 

• SURVIVING 

• AT RISK FOR PROFESSIONAL REASONS 

(HCWs, DIRECT CONTACT WITH PUBLIC,...) 

• RELATED TO THE GEOGRAPHICAL SOURCE 

OF THE DISEASE 

• RELATED TO THE MODE OF TRANSMISSION 

OF THE DISEASE 



Public Health Emergency of  International 

Concern  
 

Some examples:  
 Ebola (Africa, 2014) 

 Zika (South America, 2016) 

 Yellow fever (Brazil, 2017) 

Measles (Romania, 2017) 

 Polio (Afghanistan, Pakistan) 

MerS-CoV (Middle East) 
 

PHEIC: WHO DEFINITION 

ASSET GLOSSARY: http://www.asset-scienceinsociety.eu/pages/pandemic-influenza  

http://www.asset-scienceinsociety.eu/pages/pandemic-influenza
http://www.asset-scienceinsociety.eu/pages/pandemic-influenza
http://www.asset-scienceinsociety.eu/pages/pandemic-influenza
http://www.asset-scienceinsociety.eu/pages/pandemic-influenza
http://www.asset-scienceinsociety.eu/pages/pandemic-influenza
http://www.asset-scienceinsociety.eu/pages/pandemic-influenza
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EU DECISION 



ASSET 
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INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL 

COMMUNICATION RESEARCH PROJECT 



THE ASSET PAY-OFF CLAIMS ‘TO FACE 

NASTY BUGS’, BUT THE BOTTOM OF THE 

WEBSITE LOOKS LIKE A BEEHIVE… 

BEES BRING MESSAGE OF SUSTAINABILITY FOR THE 

ECOSYSTEM. THEY ARE THE CONTROL UNITS FOR THE 

ENVIRONMENT  

ASSET BRAND 



COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE 

Wenger E,  Trayner B. 



ASSET COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE 



RRI SIX KEYS IN ASSET 
ENGAGEMENT 

FOR 
INTENTIONALLY CAUSED OUTBREAKS 

GENDER  
ISSUES IN  

PANDEMICS AND EPIDEMICS 

PARTICIPATORY GOVERNANCE 
IN CRISIS MANAGEMENT 

OPEN ACCESS TO SCIENCE 
OUTCOMES 

UNSOLVED SCIENTIFIC 
QUESTIONS RELATED TO 

PANDEMICS AND EPIDEMICS 

ETHICS, LAW AND FUNDAMENTAL 
RIGHTS IN PANDEMICS AND 

EPIDEMICS 

GOVERNANCE  
OF PANDEMICS AND EPIDEMICS 



• Build a common approach and create a common 
language to be used in a cooperative multi-actor 
and multidisciplinary action 

• Review existing studies on PHEIC, their wider 
societal implications, research and innovation, 
governance mechanisms 

• Carry out a public consultation on preparedness 
and governance to PHEIC 

• Mobilise relevant stakeholders and actors and 
promoting mutual learning mechanisms 

• Contribute to restoring trust among scientists, 
researchers, policy makers and general public 

ASSET OBJECTIVES 



Partnership within  
consortium 

State of the art 

Translating results  
into a MMLAP 

MML (social media, 
platforms, initiatives) 

Citizen 
consultations 

 
Policy watch 

 

Legacy 
 

Monitoring 
and 

evaluation 

Manage-
ment 

Overall 
communi-

cation 
strategy 
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Strategic and Action Plan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Analyzing 
Thematic 
instances 

 
 

 
 

Selecting 
priorities 

 
 

 
Acting  

mobilization 
and mutual 

learning 
(MMLAP) 

 

Studying 
the 

back-
ground 

Governance 

Unsolved 
questions 

Participatory 
governance 

Ethics 

Gender issues 

Intentionally  
causes 

Output 

Citizens 
consultations 

delivering 

Implementing 
MMLAP 

Policy Watching 

Communicating 

Feeds 

Scientific coordination and management administration  

ASSET STEPS 



ASSET CAPITALS 

2014 

2015 

2016 

2017 

Strategic Plan and 

Roadmap 

Action Plan 

and Toolkit 

Reports on 6 RRI 

components 

EU Citizens’ 

consultations (8) 

Social media 

mobilization 

Local 

initiatives 

Best Practice/ 

Stakeholder 

platform 

High Level 

Policy Forum 

Bulletins Scientific 

Communication 

Mobili-

zation 

Mutual 

Learning 

Newsletters 



ASSET EU CONSULTATIONS 
• 8 countries (Bulgaria, Denmark, France, 

Ireland, Italy, Norway, Romania, 
Switzerland) 

• 24th September 2016 

• 430 citizens 

• issues related to preparedness and 
response when PHEICs occur (mainly 
risk communication and vaccinations, 
institutional credibility, transparency, 
trust) 

 



ASSET MML 
• Social media coverage 

• Best Practice Platform and Stakeholder 
Portal 

• Wide ranged local initiatives in 12 cities 
(Rome, Milan, Paris, Lyon, Dublin, 
Athens, Brussels, Oslo, Sofia, 
Bucharest, Geneva, Haifa) to 

 understand the spirit of the place; 

 enhance  transferability of the most 
effective policies and practices 



ASSET POLICY WATCH 

• 3 physical meetings of the High Level 
Policy Forum sided by discussion on a 
web platform on: 1) public participation, 
2) mandatory vaccination, 3) ethics in 
pandemic preparedness 

• 7 Pandemic Preparedness and 
Response Bulletins (a SiS topic per 
each issue from n. 2 to 7) 



ASSET TAILORED COMMUNICATION 
• Scientific community – Paper series (6  

           publications) 

• Professionals    – Summer Schools  
           (3 ed) 

• GPs/HCWs     – Best Practice   
           Award (3 ed) 

• School       – Liaison with    
           Erasmus Plus 

• Stakeholders     – Gender Platform 

• Pharma industry   – Newsletter on RRI 
           on drugs (6 pub) 
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ASSET FINAL EVENT 
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ASSET FINAL EVENT 



THANKS 
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valentina.possenti@iss.it  

mailto:Valentina.possenti@iss.it

