
 
 
 

 

                               

 

ECDC SCOPING MEETING 

 

Background 

There is an increased focus on enhancing coordination of preparedness in the EU following 
Decision 1082/2013 on serious cross-border threats to health. UNISDR has meanwhile 
agreed upon a post-2015 framework for Disaster Risk Reduction with public health featuring 
more prominently than in the past, and the global and European preparedness landscape is 
in a phase of reflection following the Ebola outbreak of 2014-2015 (1-7). 

Objectives 

Following UNISDR, ECDC conceives of preparedness as constituting three principal phases: 
anticipation of, response to, and recovery from health threats (8). The focus of this ECDC 
Scoping Meeting is to identify key gaps in applied preparedness research in Europe, and to 
identify strategies to promote interactions between research and practitioner communities.  

The findings of the meeting will inform ECDC activities in the coming years. Key discussion 
points for this Scoping Meting include: 

 Current research gaps and priorities related to preparedness for infectious disease 
threats in Europe; 

 Research needs for threat anticipation and prioritisation; 
 Identifying approaches for optimising multi-sector and cross-border collaboration; 
 Monitoring and evaluation of preparedness implementation in Europe can be 

facilitated; 

 Strategies ECDC might pursue to promote productive interactions between academic 
and practitioner communities. 

 

Participants 

Participants at this meeting will be 12-15 senior researchers, opinion leaders, and ECDC 
stakeholders. In addition, approximately 10 ECDC staff members will participate. All invitees 
will be requested to give a brief presentation based upon questions provided by ECDC in 
advance of the workshop.  
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Indicative Agenda 

 

February 16, 2016 

08:30 – 09:00 Introductions and coffee (Auditorium) 

09:00 – 09:30 Welcome 

-  ECDC 

09:30 – 10:00 Introduction & background to the meeting 

- ECDC 

10:00 – 11:00 Keynote lecture (TBA)  

11:00 – 11:15 Coffee (Boardroom landing ECDC) 

11:15 – 12:45 Participant Presentations (20 minutes each): Preparedness Research Gaps 

and Priorities 

12:45 – 13:30  Lunch (Boardroom landing, ECDC) 

13:30 – 15:00 Participant Presentations: Continued  

15:30 – 16:00 Coffee (Boardroom landing, ECDC) 

16:00 – 17:30 Roundtable discussion: European challenges and research gaps in 

infectious disease preparedness (Chair: TBA) 

19:00 Dinner (Hotel First Reisen Restaurant) 

 

February 17, 2016 

09:00 – 10:00 Keynote lecture (TBA) 

10:00 –10:30 Coffee (Boardroom landing, ECDC) 

 

10:30 – 12:00  Group work /discussion (TBA) 

12:00 – 12:45  Lunch (Boardroom landing, ECDC) 

 12:45 – 13:45 Round table discussions 

13:45-14:00 Concluding Remarks  

 14:00 END 

  



 
 
 

 

 

Background Reading 

 

1. de Jong MD, Reusken C, Horby P, et al. Preparedness for admission of patients with 

suspected Ebola virus disease in European hospitals: A survey, August-September 2014. 

Eurosurveillance. 2014;19(48).  

2. Djalali A DCF, Foletti M, Ragazzoni L, et al. Art of Disaster Preparedness in European Union: a 

Survey on the Health Systems. PLOS Currents Disasters. 2014. 

3. Heymann DL, Chen L, Takemi K, et al. Global health security: the wider lessons from the west 

African Ebola virus disease epidemic. The Lancet. 2015; 385(9980):1884-901. 

4. Moon S, Sridhar D, Pate MA, et al. Will Ebola change the game? Ten essential reforms before 

the next pandemic. The report of the Harvard-LSHTM Independent Panel on the Global Response to 

Ebola. The Lancet. 2015;386(10009):2204-21. 

5. Murray V, Aitsi-Selmi A, Blanchard K. The Role of Public Health Within the United Nations 

Post-2015 Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. Int J Disaster Risk Sci. 2015 2015/03/01;6(1):28-

37.  

6. Quaglio G, Goerens C, Putoto G, et al. Ebola: lessons learned and future challenges for 

Europe. The Lancet Infectious Diseases. 

7. Wentholt MTA, Cardoen S, Imberechts H, et al Defining European preparedness and research 

needs regarding emerging infectious animal diseases: Results from a Delphi expert consultation. 

Preventive Veterinary Medicine. 2012;103(2-3):81-92.  

8. Suk J, Van Cangh T, Ciotti M, Ekdahl K. Enhancing public health preparedness: towards an 

integrated process. EuroHealth International. 2015;21(3):36-9. 

 

 


