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Severe pandemics due to highly?transmissible viruses continue to threaten the world in the
21st century. In a tightly interconnected world, infectious disease outbreaks can adversely
affect economic growth, trade, tourism, business and industry, and social stability as well as
public and population health. Public health authorities and researchers now collect data from
many sources, and analyze these data together to estimate the incidence and prevalence of
different health conditions, as well as related risk factors.
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